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RE: Application Serial No.: 09/778,097 
Applicants: Hideki YOSHIOKA, et al. 
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For: ULTRASONIC PICTURE PROCESSING METHOD 
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Group Art Unit: 2623 
Examiner: S. A. Ahmed 

SIR: 

Attached hereto for filing are the following papers: 

PETITION FOR CONSIDERATION UNDER 37 CFR §1.181(a)(3) 
RE: INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
DATE-STAMPED FILING RECEIPT DATED FEBRUARY 7, 2001 (COPY) 
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT FILED ON FEBRUARY 7, 2001 (COPY) 
FORM PTO 1449 FILED ON FEBRUARY 7, 2001 (COPY) 
2 FORMS PTO 892 FILED ON FEBRUARY 7, 2001 (COPIES) 
6 CITED REFERENCES PREVIOUSLY CITED 
Our check in the amount of $0.00 is attached covering any required fees. In the event any 
variance exists between the amount enclosed and the Patent Office charges for filing the above-noted 
documents, including any fees required under 37 C.F.R 1.136 for any necessary Extension of Time to 
make the filing of the attached documents timely, please charge or credit the difference to our Deposit 
Account No. 15-0030. Further, if these papers are not considered timely filed, then a petition is hereby 
made under 37 C.F.R. 1.136 for the necessary extension of time. A duplicate copy of this sheet is 
enclosed. 
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TRADEMARK OFFICE 



IN RE APPLICATION OF 

HIDEKI YOSHIOKA, ET AL. 

SERIAL NO: 09/778,097 

FILED: FEBRUARY 7, 2001 

FOR: ULTRASONIC PICTURE 
PROCESSING METHOD AND 
ULTRASONIC PICTURE PROCESSING 
APPARATUS 



EXAMINER: S.A.AHMED 

DATE ALLOWED: SEPTEMBER 22, 2004 

GROUP ART UNIT: 2623 



PETITION FOR CONSIDERATION UNDER 37 CFR §1.181(aK3) RE: 
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 22313 

SIR: 

This is a Petition pursuant to 37 CFR §1. 181(a)(3) requesting that the Examiner be 
instructed by the Commissioner or his representative to notify Applicants of proper 
consideration of the information disclosure statement (IDS) that was filed on February 7, 
2001. 



STATEMENT OF FACTS 
On February 7, 2001, Applicants filed the above-noted IDS under 37 CFR §§1.97 and 
1.98, which filing is clearly documented by the attached copy of the associated date-stamped 
Mail Room receipt and copy of the IDS papers including the Forms PTO 1449 and 892 (2 
sheets) and cited references (6). The PTO has not responded to this IDS filing by supplying 
Applicants with a copy of the Forms PTO 1449 and 892 (2 sheets) filed on February 7, 2001, 
that has been properly initialed by the Examiner. 



AppMcation No. 09/778,097 

Reply to Notice of Allowance of September 22, 2004 
Petition for Consideration Under 37 CFR §1.1 81 (a)(3) 

POINT FOR REVIEW 
The point for review is why Applicants have not been provided a copy of the above- 
noted Forms PTO 1449 and 892 (2 sheets) filed on February 7, 2001, properly initialed by the 
Examiner in compliance with the rules. 



ACTION REQUESTED 
In light of the above, it is respectfully requested that the Examiner be directed to 
provide Applicants a copy of the above-noted Forms PTO 1449 and 892 filed on February 7, 
2001, properly initialed by the Examiner in compliance with the rules. 

Respectfully submitted, 

"spivak, McClelland, 

iUSTADT, P.Q. 
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By: GJM/EHK:mlh 



ie matter of the Application of: HIDEKI YOSHIOKA ET AL 
For: ULTRASONIC PICTURE PROCESSING METHOD AND... 

The following has been received in the U.S. Patent Office on the date stamped hereon 

■ Copy of parent Specification (116 pgs.), Claims (39), & Formal Drawings 
(30 sheets) 

■ Check for $1,190.00 ■ Dep. Acct. Order Form 
/■ Fee Transmittal Form 

/ ■ Utility Patent Application Transmittal 

■ White Advance Serial Number Card 

■ Request For Priority 

■ Copy of Declaration (2 pg.) 

■ IDS/PTO Forms 1449 & 892 

■ Preliminary Amendment 
□ Issue Fee Transmittal 




Due Date: 02/07/2001 
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IN THE UNITED STATES P, 



HIDEKI YOSHIOKA ET AL 





EMARK OFFICE 




FILED: 



FOR: 



SERIAL NO: 



NEW DIVISIONAL APPLICATION GAU: 
HEREWITH EXAMINER: 

ULTRASONIC PICTURE PROCESSING METHOD AND ULTRASONIC PICTURE PROCESSING APPARATUS 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE/RELATED CASE STATEMENT UNDER 37 CFR 1.97 

ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20231 

SIR: 

Applicant(s) wish to disclose the following information. 
REFERENCES 

■ The applicant(s) wish to make of record the references listed on the attached form PTO-1449 and/or PTO-892. 
Copies of the listed references, as are either statements of relevancy or any readily available English translations of 
pertinent portions of any non-English language references were make of record in parent application serial no. 
08/937,007, filed September 24, 1997. 

□ A check is attached in the amount required under 37 CFR §1.1 7(p). 

RELATED CASES 

□ Attached is a list of applicant's pending application(s) or issued patent(s) which may be related to the present application. 

A copy of the patent(s), together with a copy of the claims and drawings of the pending application(s) is attached along with 
PTO 1449. 

□ A check is attached in the amount required under 37 CFR §1.1 7(p). 
CERTIFICATION 

□ Each item of information contained in this information disclosure statement was cited in a communication from a foreign 
patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of this statement. 

□ No item of information contained in this information disclosure statement was cited in a communication from a foreign 
patent office in a counterpart foreign application or, to the knowledge of the undersigned, having made reasonable inquiry, 
was known to any individual designated in 37 CFR §1 .56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of this statement. 

DEPOSIT ACCOUNT 

■ Please charge any additional fees for the papers being filed herewith and for which no check is enclosed herewith, 
or credit any overpayment to deposit account number 15-0030. A duplicate copy of this sheet is enclosed. 
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(1 1 )Publication number : 07-2491 15 

(43)Date of publication of application : 26.09.1995 
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(21)Application number 
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(22)Date of filing : 


08.03.1994 (72)lnventor : 
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MATSUMURA KENTARO 



(54) AUTOMATIC EXTRACTION METHOD FOR OUTLINES OF INTERNAL ORGANS 



(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To extract the outlines of internal orgrans 
with high reliability without losing information 
important for diagnosis in an image-picked up image. 
CONSTITUTION: An operator inputs and designates 
plural outline points in a first image. The cencer point 
of the first image is calculated based on the inputted 
outline points, and scanning lines are set in a radial 
form. Outline candidate points on the respective 
scanning lines are extracted. The combination of the 
outline candidate points of the respective scanning 
lines is evaluated by using a characteristic that the 
outlines of internal organs are smooth with the 
inputted outline points as key information, and the 
optimum combination of the outline candidate points 
is selected. The combination of the outline candidate points on the second and 
subsequent images are evaluated by using the characteristic that the outline point of the 
picked up image is approdximated to the outline point of the picked up image which is 
timewisely and locationally approximated and the outlines of the internal organs are 
smooth. Then, the oprimum combination of the outline candidate points is selected. 



LEGAL STATUS 
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